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TRANSITION TO DIVISION-BASED ELECTIONS 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

 

How will the change to division-based elections affect me?  

After the Goleta Water District transitions to division-based elections and adopts electoral 

division maps in 2021, every four years voters in the District will be able to vote for a District 

Board member who lives in and represents their particular area (electoral division) of the 

District.   

What is the timeline for transitioning to district-based elections? 

The data upon which the electoral divisions will be based will be available in spring or summer 

2021 and draft maps will be drawn after information is released. The District’s adopted schedule 

for the transition is at https://www.goletawater.com/assets/uploads/GWD_schedule_district-

based_elections.pdf. 

Who creates division boundaries? 

A professional demographer will be hired by the District to create proposed electoral division 

boundaries with input from interested residents and Board Members. Residents will be able to 

provide input on electoral divisions and boundaries, to suggest criteria for creating boundaries, 

and to submit proposed maps themselves. The process will be transparent and accessible to all 

residents of the Goleta Water District. Ultimately, after considering input from the demographer 

and residents, the District Board of Directors will adopt an ordinance establishing electoral 

division boundaries. 

How can I help draw the electoral division maps? 

Your participation in drawing maps is welcomed. Once the 2020 census data is released in 2021, 

you can provide your input into how the maps are be drawn by participating in meetings and 

workshops of the Committee. To be notified of future meetings relating to the transition to 

division-based elections, email info@goletawater.com. 
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What Criteria will be used to select the final map? 

The District Board of Directors will consider a range of factors in selecting the final map of 

electoral division boundaries. A primary legal requirement will be to ensure that members of 

protected classes, such as racial and ethnic groups, will not be unfairly hampered in their ability 

to influence the outcome of an election. Other factors that will be considered include the need for 

the electoral divisions to have roughly equal populations, maintaining “communities of interest” 

(see below), compactness, contiguity of the divisions, visible boundaries, and respect for voters’ 

wishes.   

What is a community of interest? 

A community of interest is a group within the territory of the Goleta Water District with shared 

interests or characteristics. Communities of interest may be distinguished from residents of other 

areas based on such things as natural neighborhood dividing lines, proximity to a particular park, 

school attendance area and recognized community identity.    

How does the Census affect the drawing of electoral division maps? 

The law requires that the electoral division maps be drawn in such a way that protected 

communities, as defined by factors such as race or ethnicity, do not have their votes diluted by 

being spread across many electoral divisions. The census data provides the information that is 

used to make sure that does not happen. The census data is also used to make sure that electoral 

divisions have roughly similar populations and to analyze the impact of potential maps on 

communities of interest.   

What happens to electoral divisions when there are changes in the community?   

 

Electoral divisions will be reviewed each time the data from a new census is released every ten 

years. Significant changes may lead to an adjustment of division boundaries.  

 

 

What is the California Voting Rights Act?   

 

The California Voting Rights Act (CVRA) was enacted in 2002 to implement California State 

Constitutional guarantees of equal protection. The CVRA prohibits an at-large method of 

elections if that method is “imposed or applied in a manner that impairs the ability of a protected 

class to elect candidates of its choice or its ability to influence the outcome of an election 

because of the dilution or abridgement of members of a minority class.”  The text of the CVRA 

is at: 

http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?lawCode=ELEC&division=14.&

title=&part=&chapter=1.5.&article= 
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What if I am a tenant and don’t own my home or pay water bills? 

 

Adult residents who live within the Goleta Water District can vote in District elections regardless 

of whether they own their own home or are directly a customer of the District, so long as they are 

otherwise qualified to vote. Please contact the County Elections Office at this link if you have 

questions about voting. https://countyofsb.org/care/elections/home.sbc 

 

What will happen to current members of the District Board of Directors? 

The current Goleta Water District Board Members https://www.goletawater.com/about-the-

district/board-of-directors will continue in office until the expiration of their terms and until their 

successors are elected and qualified. The first electoral division elections will be held in the 

November 2022 General Election. The following one will be held at the November 2024 General 

Election. 
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